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STEM Connections 2004:
Stream Flow Project
Log onto the “STEM Connections” web site and go to the "Stream Flow Project” research page.  Click on the link to "Massachusetts Stream Flow Data", or use the direct address: http://waterdata.usgs.gov/ma/nwis/current/?type=flow
Find your monitoring site:
“Z” Team 
01771500
Mill River, Northampton

“Y” Team
01197000
East Branch Housatonic River, Coltsville

“X” Team
01332500
Hoosic River, Williamstown

“W” Team
01102500
Aberjona River, Winchester
“V” Team
01170100
Green River, Colrain

“U” Team
01101000 
Parker River, Byfield 

Your team will prepare a poster presentation for Monday afternoon about your river, focusing on the following questions:


a. What is the discharge of the river at the present moment? 


b. How has the discharge changed over the past 7 days? The past 30 days?
c. What is the size of the drainage area of this river?
d. Check the discharge of your river every morning for the next six days (through Monday morning) to see how it changes.
e. How does the river respond to rainfall events? (For some rivers, you can find precipitation data in the “Available Parameters” menu. If you choose this, the program will graph it. For other stations, you can go to http://waterdata.usgs.gov/ma/nwis/current/?type=precip&group_key=NONE
and select a location near your river.

f. What causes the discharge to change over time?

g. Calculate the unit discharge (cfs/sq.mi.) for your river based upon its present flow.

h. How come the river doesn’t dry out?

