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  From July 31 through August 11, 2006, forty science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) middle and high school teachers participated in a two week Earth Central Institute hosted by STEM Education Institute at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.  Most of the participants teach at schools in Massachusetts, including_______________from______________School in _______________    .  The Institute also attracted attendees from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New Hampshire.   

  One of the goals, stated Mort Sternheim, Director of STEM Education Institute, included learning new technologies and their uses in the classroom, such as GPS  (global positioning system) to map mountain trails or school yards, experiments on environmental impact on growing plants, making and interpreting maps, an introduction to Google Earth and GIS ( Geographic Information Systems), geologic mapping and rocks, global warming and the greenhouse effects, remote sensing, and astronomy in the curriculum.

  Another major objective was to foster networking and the exchange of ideas, projects, techniques, and resources which teachers use to explain the concepts in the Earth and Space Science strand of the Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering Framework.   The teachers as students worked on scientific experiments in groups and presented the results to the larger gathering.  In addition, they conducted local research at Mill River in Amherst and Mt. Toby on the Leverett/Sunderland town line.  Funding for the Institute, including materials and stipends for the teachers and guest presenters, was provided by NASA and UMass Amherst.  More information about the Institute is on the Web at www.umassk12.net/earth. 

