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STEM Earth Central 2007

Making Excel Plots for Global Warming Project 
Instructions for downloading “Global Warming” data from the web and making an X-Y scatter plot.
1. Go to the STEM Earth Central home page and click on “Resources for Participants (2007)”

2. Scroll down to the “Energy” section and click on “Global Warming Project”

3. Click on “Instrumental Global Mean Annual Temperatures” to open the data file.

4. Right-click on the data and choose “Save Page As…” A dialogue box will appear, and you should save it as a text file in an appropriate folder.

5. Open your other data set, and save it in the same way.

6. Now start Microsoft Excel. In the “File” menu, click “Open” and choose your temperature text file.  Click OK.

7. A dialogue box will appear. Choose the “Delimited” option in the check box, Click “Next.”

8. Choose “Space” option in the check box,. Click “Next,” then “Finish.” Your data will appear in two columns,
9. You may wish to insert a row at the very top for column titles, such as “Date” and “Temp.”

10. In the “Data” menu,  scroll down to “Import External Data” and click on “Import Data.” Find your other text file in the dialogue box and click OK.

11. Repeat Steps 7 and 8 for the new data set.

12.  The program will ask you where you want to put the data. The next column is a good choice.
13. The new data will have a “Date” column and a data column. You can edit your new data by inserting cells so that the years for the temperature data are aligned with the years for the other data.

14.  To create a scatter plot, highlight the data in the two columns you wish to plot. Note that the first column will appear as the X-axis.

15. Click on the icon that opens the “Chart Wizard” and choose “XY (Scatter).” Choose the display options from the given choices.
16.  Click “Next” ; you will see an initial display of how your graph will look.

17.  As you click through the “Next” boxes in succeeding screens, you can select a variety of options for your graphical display. Click “Finish” when you have what you want. 

18.  You can make adjustments to your chart later by using the “Chart Options” choice in the “Chart” menu.

19. You can also double-click on a particular part of the graph, such as an axis, to open a dialogue box that will allow you to change the appearance of the graph.

