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Nanotechnology Social Policy Issues Jigsaw
Nanotechnology is a new field with many promising applications. It also raises questions around a variety of social and public policy issues that will concern teachers and their students.  This activity models one way, the jig saw, to explore these questions.. 

Basic reference: Center for Public Policy and Administration, spring 2007 workshop: Nanotechnology and Society: The Organization and Policy of Innovation. This site links to
 all four talks below plus some others:
http://www.masspolicy.org/index.php?section=sts&page=schedule
There is a slide show and a video for each of the talks we will use.
Peer Groups

The participants will be divided into peer groups by their subjects and grade levels. Each peer group will send one or more people to each of the four expert groups.
Expert Groups

Group members will read over the assigned web sites at home or during daytime breaks. They should take notes on the essential points for later discussion. The references below are slide shows from the workshop. The site also has videos of the talks.
1. Journalism:  Geoff Cooper, Investment and interpretation: nanotechnology, financial journalism and practical epistemology, http://www.masspolicy.org/pdf/workshop/cooper.pdf
2. Public perception.  Susanna Hornig Priest. Predicting the Future: How Ordinary People Make Sense of Emerging Technologies, http://www.masspolicy.org/pdf/workshop/priest.pdf
3. Visualization: Otávio Buena Perceiving Nanoscale Phenomena: Interpreting and Disseminating Nanoscale Images. http://www.masspolicy.org/pdf/workshop/bueno.pdf
4. Government Oversight: David Rejeski, Why Managing Research is Not Managing Science, http://www.masspolicy.org/pdf/workshop/rejeski.pdf
Meetings
The expert groups will meet on Friday morning to compare notes and summarize the key points. The peer groups will then meet to hear the highlights of the expert meetings and to discuss how to use this material in their classrooms. Each peer group will give a short (3-5 minute) summary of their ideas at the end of the activity.

