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Carbon Cycle – numbers indicate gigatons of carbon (Gt C) in storage or moving between different pools or “sinks.”





The amount of carbon being exchanged in each process determines whether the specific sink is growing or shrinking. For instance, the ocean absorbs 2.5 Gt C more from the atmosphere than it gives off to the atmosphere. All other things being equal, the ocean sink is growing at a rate of 2.5 Gt C per year and the atmospheric sink is decreasing at an equal rate. But other things are not equal. Fossil fuel burning is increasing the atmosphere's store of carbon by 6.1 Gt C each year, and the atmosphere is also interacting with vegetation and soil. Furthermore, there is changing land use.





From: website Exploring the Environment � HYPERLINK "http://davem2.cotf.edu/ete/modules/carbon/efcarbon.html" ��http://davem2.cotf.edu/ete/modules/carbon/efcarbon.html� 
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